GETTING YOUR BIKE TO MONTANA

Our course will start and end in Missoula, Montana. If you are not peddling to the course start, you may appreciate these ideas and resources for getting your bike to the course and back home:

SHIPPING: Students can ship bikes FedEx, and depending on where they are coming from it should cost between $30 and $50.  This is probably the easiest way to get your steed to Montana, though it takes some faith to be separated from it during your travel. Adventure Cycling, a Missoula nonprofit bicycle travel advocacy group, has a great article on shipping bikes on its website: http://www.adventurecycling.org/features/shippingbikecases.cfm.  You can ship your bike to the WRFI office or to one of the local bike shops in Missoula. (Just be sure to let us or the shop know)  WRFI shipping address: 315 S. 4th E. Suite 205, Missoula, MT 59801


AIRLINES: Your bike can ride in the cargo compartment of an airplane. This generally costs $100-$175, and the airlines usually make you sign a waiver for any damages they may cause. 

Here is typical airline text regarding traveling with a bike:

Non-motorized touring or racing bicycles with single seats are accepted as checked baggage, bicycles as checked baggage will be $175 (for travel within the United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico).  Your bike must be packaged in a cardboard or canvas container in one of the following ways: Handlebars fixed sideways and pedals removed. Handlebars and pedals encased in plastic, Styrofoam, or other similar material

Some connection carriers and aircraft may not accept bicycles as checked baggage, and may have different limits. 

BUS: Greyhound charges $20-$30 to transport a well-boxed bicycle.

TRAIN: See this website for detailed information on bike travel with Amtrak. You may not need to pack your bike into a box for the train! http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?cid=1080080554487&pagename=Amtrak%2Fam2Copy%2FSimple_Copy_Page&c=am2Copy
BOXING YOUR BIKE: Here is a website with directions for packing a bike into a box—or take it to a reputable bike shop and have the pros do it for a small fee.
http://www.adv-cycling.org/features/boxingbike.cfm



