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American Harmony Singing

(two evening options-read below):


Learn to sing three and four-part New England shape-note hymns, close harmony Appalachian songs, and Carter Family tunes.  Explore the history of the music, and trace popular songs to their Appalachian and European roots.  We will learn a few Vermont folk songs from the Helen Hartness Flanders Collection, an archive housed at Middlebury College.  This is a great place to start singing informally, with special instruction on style and harmonizing.  Most tunes are taught by ear. Join the Folk Choir! (No experience necessary)

· Instructor: Katie Trautz

· 8-week session, begins Jan. 13th (Wednesdays) and 10th (Sundays), 2010

· Times: 

· Sundays 6:30-8pm OR Wednesdays 5:00-6:30pm

· Cost: $180

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St, Montpelier

Songwriting II (sharing and collaboration)

We will listen to and analyze songs from diverse traditions and eras including folk ballads, blues, showtunes, classical "art songs", popular 20th century music and our own material. The goal of the workshop is to increase and improve our songwriting abilities through applied exercises, extensive editing, critique and collaboration. Participants are expected to share original material in class, possibly co-write with other class members and perform/participate in an end of semester showcase. Previous musical experience is not necessarily a requirement. 4-10 students.

· Instructor: Colin McCaffrey

· 8-week session, Begins Wednesday, Jan. 13th, 2010

· Time: Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier
· Cost: $180

The Language of Improvisation I: Easy as A, B, C

David Grisman, Ella Fitzgerald, B.B. King , Alison Krause,  Kieth Jarrett, Bela Fleck; what connects these diverse artists is their ability to improvise. Once the melody of a tune has been performed, these artists delve into themselves and bring out new melodies on the spot to play over the tune’s chord progression. Seems like magic? Not entirely. 

In this course, we’ll take some basic song forms (Blues, Country, Swing, Folk) over which you can create your own melodies using tones inherent to the song’s chord scheme. The basic building block for the course will be the major scale (do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do), which can then be molded into other scales and modes, which sit nicely over given chords. Pre-requisite to this class is an ability to play simple melodies and chords (if applicable) on your instrument. Willingness to learn to read music is important, but students will not be expected to sight-read at performance speed. 6-8 students.

 

· Instructor: Dan Haley

· 8-week session, Begins Thursday, Jan. 14th, 2010

· Time: Thursdays, 6:30-7:45pm

· Cost: $180

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

Easy As A, B, C  Part II

 In Part I, students learned to build a major scale, using

 it as means to solo over an entire simple chord

 progression(i.e. Blues in G).

 In Part II, we'll move ahead to using multiple scales

 to accommodate chord schemes in more complex tunes like I

 Got Rhythm, Honky Tonk Heroes, Miserlou or Girl From

 Ipanema. Students will also learn different modes and

 non-diatonic scales such as whole tone, diminished and

 pentatonic. We'll also discuss  polychords,chord

 substitutions and conventional chord progressions like

 ii-V-I.  If you have taken this class already, you will study new material.  This is a good place to practice your new skills!

Instructor: Dan Haley
· 8-week session, begins Thursday Jan. 14th, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Thursdays, 8-9:15pm

· Cost: $180

West African Drumming

If you have learned some basics of West African drumming, and are ready to move on to improve your percussive skills, this 8-week class is for you.  This class will cover many styles of drumming, and will survey the music and dance traditions of West Africa.  Beginning, Intermediate, and advanced drummers are welcome.  We will split into appropriate groups after the first class.

· Instructor: Jordan Mensah
· 8-week session, Begins Thursday Jan. 14th, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Thursdays, 7:00pm-8:30pm

· Cost: $180

Advanced Beginner Claw-hammer Banjo

Have you learned the basic strum for claw-hammer banjo, and how to play some chords or simple tunes? Want to move forward, learn new techniques, and build your repertoire of songs? In this eight-week class, you will strengthen your command of the fundamental right-hand skills of claw-hammer, as well as work on three essential left-hand techniques (the hammer-on, the pull-off, and the slide).  You will master these “beyond-beginner” elements by learning new tunes in Open G tuning, and you will learn a new tuning—Mountain Minor—as well as some of the great tunes played in it, such as “Shady Grove,” “Cluck Old Hen,” and “House Carpenter.” In addition, we will discuss the etiquette of old-time jam sessions and how to use a capo effectively to play in keys common to old-time music. You will need a five-string, preferably “open-back,” banjo. [One or two banjos are available for loan if you’re currently without one.]  Please contact the school for more information about banjos or any other questions.

Instructor: Ted Ingham
· 8-week session, Begins Wednesday, Jan. 13th, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:15pm

· Cost: $180

Slap Yourself Silly II (clogging, hamboning, and rhythm)

oin dancer and fun-lover Kathleen Moore for an 8-week course in entertaining yourself – and others -- with dance and rhythm.  Learn hambone (body percussion), Appalachian clogging steps and choreography, and rhythm games with kitchenware and found objects.  While this course sounds like fun for children (and it might just be) it’s really designed for grown-ups.  Beginner and intermediate cloggers welcome!

 Instructor: Kathleen Moore
· 8-week session, begins Tuesday Jan. 12th , 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School, Barre St., Montpelier
· Time:,  Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm

· Cost: $180

· Note: Bring hard-soled shoes

"Irish Fiddle Fundamentals: Tunes, Styles, and Techniques"
This class is for people who have some experience playing the fiddle (or violin!) and are interested in traditional Irish music.  We will learn Irish tunes by ear, focussing on how bowing patterns, ornaments, and rhythm create an Irish "sound."  We'll also address some general technical issues, such as tone production, bowing mechanics, and intonation, that will improve students' playing.  Students of all ages are invited to take this class.  Tunes will be taught by ear, so bring a recorder to class!  Written music will be distributed after class as a reminder for those who wish.

· Instructor: Sarah Blair
· 8-wk session, Begins Thursday, Jan. 14th, 2010
· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School, Barre St., Montpelier
· Time: Thursdays, 7:00-8:15pm
· Cost: $180
Intermediate Old-time/Appalachian Fiddle:


This class will be for intermediate fiddlers or classically trained violinists who want to learn about old-time fiddling techniques.  We will focus on different bowing techniques, listen to old recordings, and learn some regional tunes and styles, specifically from West Virginia.  All ages are encouraged to take the class, but some experience playing the fiddle is necessary.

· Instructor: Katie Trautz
· 8-week session, begins Tuesday, Jan. 12th, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Tuesdays, 6:30-7:45pm

· Cost: $180

Blues in the Night


Explore the history of the blues from its 19th century beginnings in the Deep South, through its electrification in the 1940’s Chicago, to its impact on popular music world-wide.  This course makes extensive use of recordings, video, and live music and is suitable for people of all ages.  

· Instructor: Mark Greenberg
· 8-week session begins Monday, Jan. 11th, 2010
· Location: Summit School Building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Mondays, 6:30-8pm
· Cost: $180

Further Adventures in Fingerpicking Guitar 

This course is designed for folks who know basic chords and have some experience with fingerpicking styles that involve playing melody with the fingers of the right hand while simultaneously playing a steady bass with the thumb.  We’ll explore the styles of such players as Mississippi John Hurt, Big Bill Broonzy, Merle Travis, Doc Watson, Rev. Gary Davis, and Dave Van Ronk along with up-the-neck positions and alternate tunings. Level: intermediate (beyond beginner).  Minimum: 3 Students, Maximum: 10 students.

· Instructor: Mark Greenberg
· 8-week session, begins Wednesday, Jan. 13th, 2010

· Time: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45pm

· Cost:  $180

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier
Advanced Clawhammer Banjo

Come explore the ever expanding world of the banjo.  We will work on a variety of old- time styles, from frailing to clawhammer to round peak to blues.  You should have a good grip on the clawhammer style and be aware of the standard tunings.  We will work on solo playing as well as playing within a group.

· Instructor: Tom MacKenzie
· 8-week session, begins Monday, Jan. 18, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier
· Time: Mondays, 7-8:30pm

· Cost: $180

Scottish Sessions Tunes

The Scottish session scene is currently vibrant and alive in the US among fiddlers, pipers, accordionists, guitarists, flute players, whistle players, cellists, dancers and beyond. The Scottish Session Tunes class will help reiterate some of the most popular Scottish session repertoire while quickly moving to cover new ground in both traditional and contemporary realms. History and context of tunes will also be explored along with ideas for tune sets, arrangements, and variations on melodic harmonies.  Although individual instrument technique will not be stressed, there will be instruction on ornamentation and distinctive regional Scottish styles relevant to all melody players. To tie Scots music to its close cousin, Scottish dance, expect a few step dances or a Highland Fling to be thrown into the mix! All instruments are welcome by musicians of a lower intermediate level and up. 

· Instructors: Joanne Garton (fiddle) and Iain MacHarg (pipes)
· 8-week session, begins Monday, Jan. 11th, 2010

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School Building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Mondays 6:30-8pm

· Cost: $180

Flatpicking Guitar


Flatpicking is an essential technique of old-time and bluegrass guitarists - from Mother Maybelle’s basic “Carter Scratch” to Doc Watson’s adaptations of fiddle tunes and beyond.  You don’t need a nickname, just a working knowledge of basic chords to learn back-up and lead styles using a little piece of plastic (flat pick) and a steel-string guitar.  Class space is limited.

· Instructor: Mark Greenberg
· 8-week session begins Wednesday, January 13th, 2010

· Location: Summit School Building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Wednesdays, 8-9:15pm

· Cost: $180

Folk Banjo Styles 

Learn how to accompany yourself and others and to play melodic leads using a variety of traditional 5-string banjo techniques ranging from Pete Seeger’s “basic strum” to double-thumbing, a bit of frailing/clawhammer, and 3-finger styles.  We’ll also learn basic chords and a couple of tunings and explore the use of the capo to find the key that’s right for you.

· Instructor: Mark Greenberg
· 8-wk  session begins Monday, Jan. 11th, 2010

· Location: Summit School Building, Barre St., Montpelier
· Time: Mondays. 8:15-9:30

· 3-10 students, level: beginner

· Cost: $180

Extension Programs

Intermediate Old-time Fiddle:


This class will be for intermediate fiddlers or classically trained violinists who want to learn about old-time fiddling techniques.  We will focus on different bowing techniques, listen to old recordings, and learn many standard tunes, including: Angelina Baker, Cindy, Cluck old Hen, and June Apple.  Some different regional styles, such as West Virginia old-time fiddling, will also be introduced.  All ages are encouraged to take the class, but some experience playing the fiddle is necessary.

· Instructor: Katie Trautz
· 8-week session, begins Monday, Jan. 11th, 2010

· Location: Hardwick, VT

· Time: Mondays 5-6:30pm

· Cost: $180

Kids Programs

West African Drumming for Kids!


Children will learn the basics of West African Drumming with Jordan Mensah, a gem in our Montpelier community.  Jordan was born and raised in Ghana, West Africa.  He is a fantastic teacher and has a gentle approach, ideal for children.  Kids should bring their own percussive instrument.  Open to ages: 8-13 yrs. old.  Teens are welcome to try the adult class. No experience necessary for the children’s class.

· Instructor: Jordan Mensah

· 8-wk session, begins Friday, Jan. 15th 2009

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier

· Time: Fridays, 4-5pm

· Cost: $150

Folk Songs for Kids 

Come and sing folk songs from Vermont, New England, and beyond. This upbeat, rootsy class will include ballads, sea shanties, lullabies, game and dance songs, and even some songs that we will write together!  Each session will include singing, dancing, and telling stories through song.  

· Ages 7-11

· Instructors: Katie Trautz and Heidi Wilson

· 8-week session, begins Jan. 13th, 2010

· Time: Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm

· Cost: $150

· Location: Monteverdi/Summit School building, Barre St., Montpelier 

Summit School Winter 2010 Registration Form
Please send registration form with check made out to Summit School, PO Box 646, Montpelier, VT 05601 or Register online at our website: www.summit-school.org
Classes in Montpelier, VT:

American Harmony Singing


$180 ____________

(indicate Wednesday or Sunday group)

Songwriting II




$180 ____________

Improvisation Part I



$180 ____________

Improvisation Part II



$180_____________

West African Drumming



$180 ____________

Ad. Beginner Claw-hammer Banjo

$180 ____________ 

Slap Yourself Silly II



$180_____________

Irish Fiddle




$180_____________

Intermediate Old-time Fiddle


$180 _____________

Blues in the Night




$180_____________

Finger-picking Guitar II



$180____________​_

Advanced Claw-hammer Banjo


$180_____________

Scottish Sessions




$180_____________

      Flat-picking Guitar



$180_____________

      Folk Banjo Styles




$180_____________

Extension Programs:

Old-time Fiddle

 Hardwick, VT


$180​ ____________

Children’s Classes in Montpelier, VT:


West African Drumming for Kids

$150_____________


Folk Songs for Kids



$150_____________

Name:

Address:

Phone(s):

E-mail:

For more information, please contact the Summit School Director:

Katie Trautz at 802-917-1186

Or visit our website: www.summit-school.org

